University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
The Montana Constitution Collection
2-4-1972

Minutes of the fifteenth meeting of the Revenue and Finance
Committee
Montana. Constitutional Convention (1971-1972). Revenue and Finance Committee

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/montanaconstitution

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
Montana. Constitutional Convention (1971-1972). Revenue and Finance Committee, "Minutes of the
fifteenth meeting of the Revenue and Finance Committee" (1972). The Montana Constitution Collection.
419.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/montanaconstitution/419

This Committee Minutes and Testimony is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks at University
of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Montana Constitution Collection by an authorized
administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

STATE CAPITOL
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Place of Meeting:

HELENA. MONTANA 59601

TELEPHONE 406/449-3750

REVENUE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

Room 215
Mitchell Building,
and Senate Chamber

Committee Chairman:

Date Meeting Held:
Time Meeting Held:

2/4/ 2
11 0 a.m
1: J p.m.

Sterling Rygg

minutes of the fifteenth MEETING OF THE REVENUE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

SUBJECT OF MEETING:

Morning Session: Taxatio of Minerals
Afternoon Session: Earmarking of Revenues

Roll Call:

Sterling Rygg, Chairman

Maurice Driscoll, Vice Chairman
William Artz
E. M. Berthelson
Dave Drum
Noel Furlong
Russell McDonoug’
Mike McKeon
Roger Wagner

Time of Adjournment:

2

3:30 p.m.

Present (Excused from
morning session)
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

DISCUSSION:

Vice Chairman Maurice Driscoll called the meeting to order in the
absence of Chairman Sterling Rygg, who was attending a meeting of the

Administrative Committee.

The members heard testimony from del gates Tom Ask of Roundup and
James Felt of Billings on taxation of mi erals.
MacDonald of the Anaconda Company also

Ed Quinn and P.L.

ppeared 0.1 this matter.

Robert

Corette, representing the Western Enerjy Company, discussed the taxation
of coal with the committee.

The meeting recessed at 12:35 p.m.

Chairman Sterling Rygg called the afternoon session to order at
1:37 p.m., in the Senate Chambers, for a hearing on earmarking of
revenues.

The members listened to testimony from those supporting the

earmarking of money for education and those supporting the retention of
the anti-diversion amendment, and testimony from those objecting to any

earmarking of funds.

There being no further testimony, it was moved and seconded that
the meeting adjourn.

Time of Adjournment:

3:30 p.m.

A

1.

Richard B. Roeder
Mr. Roeder appeared in opposition to the issue.

He does not advocate spending less money on the highways. He
is in favor of taking this out of the constitution. Earmarking
revenues is bad because it ruins executive and legislative
discretion. To be successful we have to think in terms of
several generations when deciding these issues.

2.
Dorothy Eck

Her feeling is that not any of it should be in the constitution.
People agree that this money should be spent primarily for
highways but there should be some controls. Approves of
earmarked funds but would rather see it done by legislature
rather than the constitution.

1.
Fred Wetspteon

Mr. Wetspteon appeared in support of this issue.
He said that highways were the lifeblood of farms.
would be disturbed if any change should happen.

His people

2.

Senator William Bertsche

Called the highway department the second state government because
of its size and freedom from control of the legislature. Stated
how money has been earmarked in various ways over the past years
He said that there is money in the highway budget that could be
used for other purposes. Believes the anti diversion method
should be left in the constitution but should be liberalized.
Intra state subsidies needed.

